
1 

DISABLED AMERICAN VETERANS 
DEPARTMENT NEWSLETTER 

FALL 2017 

 
 
 

 
 
 



2 

                  

INTRODUING THE DEPARTMENT OF MICHIGAN  

FORD F-150 AND 24-FOOT MOBILE SERVICE OFFICE 

 

The Department of Michigan is proud to share the news with all Michigan members, that through fundraising 

events, we were able to purchase a 2017 Ford F-150 and a 24-foot mobile service office for the state of 

Michigan. 

The Department would like to thank Stahl’s Automotive for making the MIDAV their charity of choice in 2015, 

thru the event, which included a charity night with Jay Leno, they raised over $ 100,000.00 for MIDAV and 

with that funding we were able to purchase the truck and mobile office. 

With our own Michigan, mobile service office, the Department can send out the office to more locations in 

Michigan, and more often than we are able to do with the National mobile office. 
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2017-18 Department of Michigan State Officers 

Commander David Spencer, Sr. Vice Commander Charlie Brock 
1st Jr. Vice Commander Timothy Rankin, 2nd Jr. Vice Commander Wayne Benson 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2017 State Convention Highlights 
Kewadin Casino and Convention center in Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan hosted the Department of Michigan  

David Spencer of Sault St. Marie Chapter 52 was elected State Commander 
Charlie Brock from Howell Chapter 125 was elected Sr. Vice Commander 

Timothy Rankin of Kalamazoo Chapter 6 was elected 1st Jr. Vice Commander 
Wayne Benson of Big Rapids Chapter 18 was elected 2nd Jr. Vice Commander 

Alan Stranyak of Livonia Chapter 114 was elected State Treasurer 
Adrian Van Houten of Holland Chapter 14 was elected State Chaplain 

 
National Guests in Attendance: 

 DAV Past National Commander Joe Johnston 
DAVA Past National Commander Paula Raymond 

 
2017 State Convention Guest Speakers: 

Laura Chirio with the Eisenhower Center – Sandy Bower with Vets Returning Home –  
Patrick Currey – U.S. Service Dog Foundation – Stephanie Zarb with the Buddy 2 Buddy and MSPAN program 

Ric Federeau with the I500 
 

State Convention Awards: 
Harcourt Trophy – Robert H. Cox Chapter 129 

Aust Trophy – St. Clair Shores Chapter 119 
Friske Trophy – Frenchtown / Newport Chapter 137 

 
District Membership Awards: 

District 1 - Huron Valley Chapter 138 
District 2– Hillsdale Chapter 68 

District 3 – Buck Crosby Chapter 6 
District 4 – Big Rapids Chapter 18 

District 5 – Ogemaw Hills Chapter 73 
District 6 – Dr. Percy H. Wilson Chapter 115 

 
Top Membership Recruiters: 

Top State Membership – Timothy Rankin – Chapter 6 
Top DSO Recruiter – Robert McClellan – Detroit VAMC 

Top NSO Recruiter – Albert Hughes – Detroit Regional Office 
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Introducing the 2017-18 Auxiliary Line Officers 
 

Commander Carol Lee, Sr. Vice Commander Jon Olinger,  
Jr. Vice Commander Barbara McComb and Auxiliary Adjutant Tess Morey 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PDC Frank Shepherd was awarded and inducted into the Past Commanders Hall of Fame 
Frank served as State Commander 2010-2011 

CONGRATULATIONS FRANK!! 

 
 
 

DEPARTMENT OF MICHIGAN 2018 STATE CONVENTION WILL ONCE AGAIN BE HELD AT 
THE KEWADIN CASINO AND CONVENTION CENTER IN SAULT STE. MARIE, MICHIGAN 

 
SERVICE OFFICER CONFERENCE DATES – June 13 & June 14, 2018 

STATE CONVENTION DATES: June 15, June 16, & 17, 2018  
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         COMMANDER DAVID SPENCER 
 
I would like to thank all of the members of the DAV for giving me the 
opportunity to serve as your State Commander, this job demands a lot of 
time, and I have enjoyed traveling around the state for Veterans Events. 
Thank You to all the chapters that I have visited for your hospitality. 
 
Let’s talk Membership, we are losing members daily and I am asking that 
all members try to sign up 1 new member to help out the state. The best 
person in your chapter to get new membership is the chapter service 
officer, they are in contact with Veterans helping out with claims, sign up 
the Veteran that you are assisting, as a reminder the Department 
membership program is a $ 20.00 for $ 20.00 match, the Department will 
pay $ 20.00 for a new member initial deposit and the chapter and/or 
Veteran can pay the other $ 20.00. 
 
I am also requesting that chapters send in to the Department photos of 
events that they are hosting or helping out with so that we can get them on 

the Michigan website and to National to show them what Michigan is doing. 
 
If your chapter would like me to come and visit, or attend a chapter event, please contact the Department 
Headquarters and I will do my best to make it to the chapter. 
 
Thank you again for electing me your State Commander and I look forward to serving you. 

 
 

 
 
DEPARTMENT DIRECTOR/STATE ADJUTANT  

BRANDI HAJEK 
 
 

As the end of this year approaches I would like to recognize the dedication and 

hard work of our Department of Michigan membership. We have called upon 

you to help speak on behalf of the Michigan Veteran’s in Lansing, volunteer in 

your local communities, and promote the need for new members. The 

Department is proud of the efforts put forth to continue to fulfill the promise 

to the men and women who served, and their families.  

I am proud to announce the purchase and completion of our Mobile Service 

Office (see cover). The Charitable Foundation worked tirelessly to accomplish 

the goal of owning our very own MSO to specifically assist the Veteran’s within 

our State. Our purpose and goals are to elevate our service, and reach more 

individuals then previously possible. A special thank you to all our community 

partners that helped make this project fiscally responsible, and seamless.  

The Department of Michigan would like to announce the change of venue for our 2019-2020 State Convention 

to the Soaring Eagle Casino in Mt. Pleasant, MI. We are excited, and we anticipate an increased membership 

attendance due to the centralized location of this venue.  

Lastly, I would like to say Happy Veteran’s Day to all. Let us not forget the service, sacrifice, and struggle of our 

brothers and sisters in arms. I am proud to call each of you family and I look forward to another year of 

assisting those that need it the most. God bless! 
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AUXILIARY COMMANDER CAROL LEE 
I would like to thank the Michigan membership for electing me as your 2017-2018 
DAVA State Commander.  As a department, we will face many challenges this year, 
with your leadership and input throughout this year we will accomplish many 
things involving our Auxiliary.   
My theme for this year is: 

MY VETERAN 

YOUR VETERAN 

OUR VETERAN 

  

 

n behalf of the Department of Michigan Auxiliary I will be attending the following upcoming events: 

 National Convention in New Orleans LA 

 National Fall Conference in Lexington KY 

The above mention National events provide us with current updates along with valuable information so that our units can 

be more effective in making a difference in the lives of disabled veterans and their families.  

Should you have any questions or concerns in the upcoming year please feel free to contact me at: 

davamicommander@yahoo.com 

Final thought: If you delegate tasks, you create followers. If you delegate authority, you create leaders. 

      
 
National Auxiliary Fall Conference, Jon Olinger, Regina Fortner, PSC Christina Alexander, Adjutant Tess Morey, Kim Olinger, Barb McComb, and 
State Commander Carol Lee  

mailto:davamicommander@yahoo.com
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Michigan Service Director Message 
Kwan Tillman, National area supervisor. 
 
Greetings to all, First and Foremost, I would like to begin by recognizing all those among us who have given 
themselves in service to our national by serving in the Armed Forces in defense of our Freedom. All your 
sacrifices and those of your families have helped to keep our country Free and Safe.  
 
As we approach Veterans Day 2017, it is important that we remember all those who are still missing in action 
abroad, our active duty brothers and sisters still in harm’s way down range of those who have paid the ultimate 
sacrifice. 
 
In my humble opinion, every day should be Veterans Day.  We do not have to wait for a man- made holiday to 
express our appreciation to a Veteran or to reach out to a family member of a Veteran to see how we can make a 
difference in their life. DAV was founded to ensure Veterans; their families and survivors would not be 
forgotten.  
 
It is important for each one of us who are part of this Elite and Sacred family to do our part to help our fellow 
Veterans who are suffering to get the assistance and care they so desperately need. 
 
The DAV National Service Office stands ready with a dedicated front of men and women who have served our 
County and continue to serve by offering free claims representation before the Department of Veterans Affairs 
on behalf of the Veterans and their families. The National Service office staff’s sole focus is to make a positive 
impact in the life of each Veteran we serve. The National Service Officers, Department Service Officers, and a 
Chapter Service Officers all work collectively together to accomplish the mission of helping Veterans live high 
quality lives with respect and dignity. 
 
Thank you to all of our Members, Auxiliary, Volunteers, Service Officer and Professional Staff who each and 
every day demonstrate their commitment by the compassion and excellent service they provide to Veterans and 
their families. 
 
Take a moment to reflect on why you joined and served in the United States Military. Think about your close 
family and loved ones who you live and would die for. Never lose sight of your purpose on this earth or let 
anyone distract you from your destiny and what truly makes you happy. 
In doing so, you will be living Life as it was meant to be and thanking every Veteran, whose service has made it 
possible for you to be “Free” 
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  TAPS 
 
 
 
 

 
Chapter 1 – Lewis Wells     Chapter 18 – Cornelius McKeown 
Chapter 2 – Robert E. Sova    Unit 19 -         Audrey Matthews 
Chapter 3 – William J. Ledger    Chapter 24 – Louis Ona 
Chapter 7 – Gayle Askew     Chapter 33 – Bruce Andersen 
Chapter 7 – Jack Hunn     Chapter 33 – Melvin E. Laracey 
Chapter 7 – Edwin Holden     Chapter 33 – Wilburn P. Price 
Chapter 7 – Walter F. Ludwa    Chapter 39 – Laverne Subora 
Chapter 7 – Jack E. Morris     Chapter 43 – Edward W. Gorch 
Chapter 7 – James Merle Pierce    Chapter 43 – Robert E. Hardenburgh 
Chapter 7 – Donald K. Wellfare    Chapter 43 – Jerome J. Kolanowski 
Chapter 12 – Frank Bacon     Chapter 43 – Raymond March 
Chapter 12 – Terry Bennett    Chapter 43 – Richard R. Rybicki 
Chapter 12 – Gerald Grimes    Chapter 43 – John P. Shepard 
Chapter 12 – Joseph Hernandez    Chapter 43 – Anthony Skocelas 
Chapter 12 – James Nipper    Chapter 43 – Gary L. Snyder 
Chapter 12 – Harold Peters    Chapter 43 – Rex Edward Thomsen 
Chapter 12 – Ferdinand Putze    Chapter 43 – Cornelius VanBoven 
Chapter 12 -Orville Swick      Chapter 43 – Charles J. Wisniski 
Chapter 12 – Gerald Szymanski    Chapter 60 – John A. Reznik 
Chapter 12 – Alvin Yax     Chapter 102 – Bruce D. Ricketts 
Chapter 13 – Harvey F. Dethloff    Chapter 105 – Geroge E. Crisp 
Chapter 13 – Donn R. Newhouse    Chapter 114 – Gerald E. Elliott 
Chapter 17 – James E. Aldrich    Chapter 114 – Leo H. Schuster 
Chapter 17 – Harold Baker     Chapter 114 – Lee E. Woodworth 
Chapter 17 – Raymond W. Bamman    Chapter 125 – Don Burgett 
Chapter 17 – Billy L. Kirk     Chapter 127 – Frank C. Krolczyk 
Chapter 17 – Sherman Sheridan    Chapter 130 = Daniel J. Filary 
Chapter 17 – Peter A. Thomas    Chapter 102 – Lloyd Callicoat 
Unit 17 –       Joanne Wetzel 
Chapter 17 – Arthur Flagel 
 

 
James Dave Boozer 
 
1944-2017 
 
Dave held many state offices for the Department of Michigan, was an active member and 
service officer at Lenawee chapter 20 as well as being on the National Executive Committee 
representing Michigan. 
 
Dave is survived by his wife Gloria, daughter Melissa, grandchildren (2), great 
grandchildren (2), sister and brothers (3), nieces, nephews. 
 
You will be missed. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Entries for this column must be submitted to Department Headquarters in writing, or via email, please make sure to include chapter / unit number. 

email: headquarters@davmichigan.com /Mail: DAV Michigan 17779 E. 14 Mile Road, Fraser, Michigan 48026 

mailto:headquarters@davmichigan.com
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The holidays are quickly approaching!!! 
Don’t Forget our Michigan Veterans at the Medical Centers and Homes 

 
 Donation Amount: $__________________ 
 
 Donor Name and Address: ______________________________________ 
  
 ________________________________________________________ 
 
Select Location: 
 

       
 

   Ann Arbor VAMC $_______               
 

   Jacobetti Home for Veterans $_______ 
        

       
 

   Battle Creek VAMC $______                
 

   Grand Rapids Home for Veterans $________ 
 

       
 

   Detroit VAMC $________ 
 

       
 

   Saginaw VAMC $________   

 
Mail coupon and donation to: 

DAV Michigan, 17779 E. 14 Mile Road, Fraser, Michigan 48026 
Or call with a credit card payment 586-415-8610 

         DAV Department of Michigan Charitable Foundation   
CONTRIBUTION CARD 

 
Please help Michigan’s Disabled Veterans and their families.  Enclosed find my donation of $__________ 
DAV Department of Michigan Charitable Foundation is a 501 (c) 3 non-profit charity. 
All donations are tax deductible in accordance to IRS regulations. 
 
Name: ______________________________________________________ 
 
Address: ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Email: _____________________________________________________ 

 
Complete and mail to: DAV Dept. of Michigan Charitable Foundation 
    17779 E. 14 Mile Road, Fraser, Michigan 48026 
 

 Are accepted, call 1-888-448-2328 to make donation with your credit card 
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DAV DEPARTMENT OF MICHIGAN CHARITABLE FOUNDATION               
2017 EVENTS 

   Cooper Standard Clay Shooting event benefiting the DAV Charitable Foundation Sept. 2017 

                 
                 Special Thanks for Chapter 119 members for volunteering            DAV Commander DAV Spencer and participants  
 

                          
                                    Participants                           Participants 

                 Foundation Donation to                    Woodward Dream Cruise 
                     Reunite the Fight     Thanks to Indigo Consulting                                                

                                
            Reunite the fight member Matt Catron   Treasurer Alan Stranyak, Sr. Vice Brock, Commander Spencer 
                          & Founder Scott Gatto 
 

REFLECTIONS OF AUTUMN CAR SHOW, SPONSORED BY DAV CHAPTER 125    

             
Auxiliary PSC Alexander                   Marine Corps League          Commander & Rep from Mike Bishop Office  

SPECIAL THANKS TO BILL RICKETTS AND FRED TROOST FOR BRINGING THE VIETNAM TRAVELING WALL TO EVENT 
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VETERANS IMPACTED BY 

THE HURRICANES NEED YOU 
DAV National disaster relief team is on the ground in Texas, Florida, Georgia, Puerto Rico and surrounding 
areas that have been impacted. DAV provides relief supply kits (which include a blanket and basic necessities) and 
financial assistance to veterans and their families so they can obtain food, warm clothes and shelter in the 
wake of this season's devastating hurricanes. A gift of any amount today will ensure our team can continue  
providing care for veterans experiencing catastrophic events, and because of a generous friend, Living Beach  
(a company in Myrtle Beach, SC) all donations will be matched up to our fundraising goal of $300,000. 

Visit www.dav.org to donate. 

 

# Be There 
 

For Veterans and Service members 
 

The Veterans Crisis Line connects Veterans in 
crisis and their families and friends with 

qualified, caring Department of Veterans Affairs 
responders through a confidential toll-free 

hotline, online chat, or text.  
Veterans and their loved ones can call 1-800-
273-8255 and Press 1, chat online, or send a 
text message to 838255 to receive confidential 

support 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, 365 days a 
year.  

 
Support for deaf and hard of hearing individuals 

is available. 
 
 

 
 

Or visit:  
https://www.veteranscrisisline.net 

 

 
 

 

HELP US 
RECRUIT MORE 
DAV MEMBERS 

 
As a DAV member, you know first- hand the power 

and value of our network — nearly 1.3 million 

veterans strong and growing. Please use our social 

share tool below to help spread the word and share 

why you are proud to be a DAV member. 

Visit:  
https://secure.dav.org/site/SPageNavigator

/2017octmembersocialhub.html 
 

 

http://www.dav.org/
https://www.veteranscrisisline.net/ChatTermsOfService.aspx
https://www.veteranscrisisline.net/GetHelp/Accessibility.aspx
https://www.veteranscrisisline.net/
https://www.veteranscrisisline.net/
https://secure.dav.org/site/SPageNavigator/2017octmembersocialhub.html
https://secure.dav.org/site/SPageNavigator/2017octmembersocialhub.html
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2017-18 National Commander Delphine Metcalf-Foster 

The 2017 DAV National Convention made history, as members elected Delphine Metcalf-Foster as the 
new DAV National Commander, making her the First Female to assume the organization’s highest 
post and the first woman to command one of the Nation’s big 3 Veterans Service Organizations. 

Commander Metcalf-Foster is a retired Army First Sergeant from California. 

During her acceptance speech, Commander Metcalf-Foster stated “We put serving our fellow Veterans 
first, we will not accept defeat, we will not quit, and we will never leave a fallen comrade.” 

 

                                                           

Congratulations NSO Evan Sarnacki 

Evan has been promoted by National to the position of Assistant Supervisor at the New York National 
Service Office starting November 2017. 

Evan, a member of Livonia Chapter 114 has been an intricate part of the organization not only as a 
chapter member and National Service Officer but as Legislative Chairman helping out during the Mid- 
Winter Conference in Washington each year in February, we will miss you Evan and wish you the best 
of luck in your future endeavors. 
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FUNDRAISING GUIDELINES FOR  
CHAPTERS AND UNITS 

 
 

The Department of Michigan would like to remind all chapters and units of the correct procedure for 
fundraising. All fundraising requests must be submitted to the Department for approval of the State 
Executive Committee, you must include all necessary paperwork along with fundraising form. 
 

 Fundraising form must be completed for all fundraising activities at chapters and units 
 

 UNITS, you must complete the form and submit to the chapter for approval, the chapter will 
submit to Department for approval. The Department will return all Unit fundraisers that are 
sent without chapter approval. 
 

 All fundraising forms must be submitted 30 days prior to event, if a contract must be signed for 
your event, then you must submit 60 days prior to event and include contract. 
 

 If you are doing a raffle as a fundraiser, the fundraising form must be accompanied with a copy 
of the raffle license and a copy of the ticket. 
 

 For all chapters that have their own building, if you rent your hall, then every year in July you 
must submit a fundraising form for the year and include a copy of the agreement for approval. 
 

 All chapters that do Bingo, you are to send in a fundraising form each year and include a copy 
of the Michigan license. 
 

 If your chapter or unit are attending any functions, setting up a table, asking for donations, a 
fundraising form must be submitted. 
 

 In regards to Forget-me-not drives, please be advised that chapters can call in their dates to the 
Department Headquarters or submit a completed fundraising form. 
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Michigan’s Premier Winter Sporting Event 

January 28, 2018 – February 3, 2018 

 

The SOO I-500 was started 50 years ago, when a group of young men from the immediate SOO community sat 
together in a restaurant viewing a Chevy Camero with race stripes in a parking lot. (Camero was the Official 
Pace Car of the Indy 500) When the question was presented, “Think a snowmobile could race for 500 miles like 
they do at Indy?” as these few die- hard sled heads compared snowmobiles to race cars. Hence, the initiation of 
this 50-year old world class event & tradition known as the SOO I-500, the “Grand Daddy” of all snowmobile 
oval endurance racing, bar none. 
 
For 50 consecutive years, the SOO I-500 has been hosted as a total volunteer project and hosts the I-500 race 
on the ONLY mile oval track in North America. The SOO I-500 has become professional snowmobile racings 
longest, fastest, toughest and most exciting snowmobile oval racing event, bar none and brings thousands of 
winter sports enthusiasts along with many race teams each year to participate in this snowmobile spectacle. 
 
THE FIRST RACE, it was a race that should have never been, and from many accounts could have never been, 
but it happened on February 8, 1969. Forty-seven snowmobiles and several brave drivers made history proving 
a snowmobile could run 500 miles in one day. The inaugural race took 13 hours and 42 minutes with 
no gradings or red flags. The average speed was 36 M.P.H. When the checkered flag fell, it was a Ski-doo 
lovingly known as “the puffer” crossing the finish line first. Drivers Leonard Cowles, Dan Planck and Otis 
Cowles had done what many thought impossible. 
 
Proclaimed by the Governor as “Michigan’s Premier 
Winter Sporting Event”, the SOO I-500 is “PURE MICHIGAN” building memories that last a lifetime. 
 
Come join MIDAV & State Commander David Spencer at the event, along with the Official Starter DAV 
Member Charles McHaney from Pickford, Michigan. 
 
Special thanks to the I-500 board and Ric Federeau. 
 
 
Click here for more information, schedule of events, or to register. 
 

 

http://i-500.com/
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Detroit Red Wings Autographs for a cause 
(Event takes place September 4, 2017 – March 23, 2017) 

 
Autographs for a Cause is a program to support charitable causes close to the hearts of Detroit 
Red Wings players in partnership with the Detroit Red Wings Foundation. Through this program, 
fans are invited to send hockey cards and/or photos (8"x10" or smaller) through the mail for our 
players to autograph in exchange for a donation to benefit the player's charity of choice. 

All Autographs for a Cause hockey cards and photos submitted for autograph must display Detroit 
Red Wings players in-uniform or at an appropriate Detroit Red Wings event. Additionally, each 
autograph is provided at the discretion of the individual player. 

Please note that a maximum of two (2) items per person, per mailing address will be accepted each 
season*. Only one player's autograph will be provided per item. Fans must include a self-addressed, 
stamped envelope with their package for return shipping. 

 

Click here for request form & Help support MIDAV 

https://www.nhl.com/redwings/community/autographs-for-a-cause 

 

 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=mNDgtQQL&id=466AD0362C09A3E9E69589E003888B375F9CD03C&thid=OIP.mNDgtQQLeMm_TFe1GD0IgQDIEs&q=red+wing+player+nick+jensen&simid=608020723547112271&selectedIndex=2
https://www.nhl.com/redwings/community/autographs-for-a-cause
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DISABLED AMERICAN VETERAN 
DEPARTMENT OF MICHIGAN 

STATE CONVENTION IS MOVING!!!!! 
 

2019 & 2020 STATE CONVENTION WILL BE HELD AT 
THE SOARING EAGLE CASINO & RESORT  

IN MT. PLEASANT, MICHIGAN 

The DAV Department of Michigan is proud to announce that the 2019 & 2020 State Convention will be held at 
the Soaring Eagle Casino & Resort. The Department of Michigan is pleased to bring the convention back below 
the bridge and are hoping that more members will attend with the central Michigan location. 

Convention dates are changing, we will now be a Monday-Friday convention. 

Service Officer Training will be on Monday & Tuesday with the convention beginning on Wednesday and 
ending on Friday morning. 

Look for more information to follow in future newsletters. 

      DEPARTMENT MEMBERSHIP PROGRAM  

The Department of Michigan’s 2017-18 Membership program is $ 20.00 / $ 20.00 to pay the initial 

deposit on a NEW membership. 

Chapters or new members can send the Department $ 20.00 towards a new membership and the 

Department will pay the other $20.00. 

 MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO DAV AND MAIL TO DAV MICHIGAN & MAIL TO 
17779 E. 14 MILE ROAD, FRASER, MICHIGAN 48026 
 

 MAKE SURE THAT THE APPLICATION IS COMPLETED IN FULL, INCLUDING 
FULL ENLIST AND DEPART DATES 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https://www.kidsquest.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/soaringeaglelogo-2.png&imgrefurl=https://www.kidsquest.com/location/soaringeagle/&docid=D-ndX6ohcdkITM&tbnid=my0wugW7borBpM:&vet=10ahUKEwj106-Z4_fWAhXrz4MKHZEPA7UQMwhKKBowGg..i&w=4895&h=2816&bih=930&biw=1920&q=soaring%20eagle%20casino%20mt%20pleasant%20mi&ved=0ahUKEwj106-Z4_fWAhXrz4MKHZEPA7UQMwhKKBowGg&iact=mrc&uact=8

